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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or rue MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ano ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
TRINITY 


Single copies ; .20 
History ~ a 
Complete set 


Publications for Children 
SAMUEL 


Your children will want to read about 
SAMUEL 


A new and interesting story, written 
especially for them. 
Eye-Catching and Interest-Catching 
with 
Full - Color illustrations. 


78 pages, Price each 75 cents. 


The Story of JOSEPH 


Eighty-three interesting pages, with full- 
color illustrations. This story is ever new 
to young and old. Price 50 
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TAKE NOTICE 


Your copy of 
INSPIRATIONS 
in 


ABC ! 


is waiting for you. 


56 pages of wholesome poems, stories, 
and pictures in full color. | 


A book that’s different 


8% by 11 
$1.25 each. 
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Stories for Children 


A collection of over 40 short stories and 
poems under one cover. 

On the front cover can be seen two chil- 
dren at crossroads. They have turned their 
faces back on the path that leads to Death 
and have chosen as their destination, Life 
and happiness. 

This picture illustrates the purpose of 
the book. Through the medium of simple 
stories with their obvious moral lessons it 
endeavors to influence the child, beset by 
many base attractions, to choose the right 
course. 


88 pages 35 cents postpaid 
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Where September Means Spring 


Dear Sister, 

Once again it is beautiful springtime in 
Australia and everywhere trees and shrubs 
are becoming beautifully green. The early 
apricot and plum orchards are a mass of 
blossom so lovely to see; and the gardens 
are looking gay with the early spring 
flowers. 

It really is not so long since the trees 
lost their leaves. Winter frosts were late in 
coming this season and now, after but two 
months of winter, and then it was not the 
coldest, we have warm days and buds and 
flowers everywhere about us. 

Surely amid all this new life in the plant 
world around us, and in the fields the little 
lambs playing as happily, our minds look 
forward to the glorious Springtime of the 
Kingdom of God, when our Master will be 
here and all things having been subdued to 
Him. He, with the faithful, worthy ones 
will begin the wonderful work of making 
a new order upon the earth; new Laws, 
holy and just, founded on the Rock of 
Truth and Righteousness, when a new joy 
and hope will awaken in the hearts of men 
for the Law shall go forth from Zion and 
the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem. Then 
shall the earth give forth her increase and 
the desert blossom as the rose. Truly it will 
be a wonderful Springtime, more beautiful 
than we at present can visualize. Let us 
press on that we may be there by our 
Master’s side to see the first opening bud. 

Warwick, Q., Australia 


Comfort 


Dear Friends, 

I really enjoy reading every one of the 
MeEGIpDDO MESSAGES. I get much comfort, 
rest and understanding of the Bible with 
them. 


Pine Bluff, Ark. Mrs. J. J. R. 


Consoling to spiritual hunger 


To whom concerned: 

Your MEGIDDO MESSAGE is so consoling 
to a spiritually hungering and _ thirsty 
soul (meaning myself), as I am quite 
isolated from Bible read§ng—Christian 
professing souls. 

Your MESSAGE keeps me encouraged in 
Truth. So much of the gospel message via 
radio does not make me happy. They 
really challenge me in studying God’s Love 
Letter. 

Winnemucce, Nev. 


Mrs. J. J. A. 
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Dispensations: Past, Present, and Future 


N THE SECOND verse of Ephesians 3, according 
if to the Authorized Version, Paul speaks the following 

words: “If ye have heard of the dispensation of the 
grace of God which is given me to you-ward.” As used 
here the word dispensation indicates a dispensing, a 
giving out, diffusing. The Revised Standard words it: 
“assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of 
God’s grace that was given to me for you.” Moffatt’s 
translation carries the same meaning, “for surely you 
have heard how the grace of God which was vouchsafed 
me in your interests has ordered it.” God’s saving knowl- 
edge was entrusted to Paul that he might faithfully 
uispense it to the Gentiles, and to as many as would 
receive it. That he faithfully did this, no one familiar 
with his life’s history would deny. 

In the tenth verse of the first chapter of Ephesians 
Paul had already used the word “dispensation” in another 
sense, the sense that we are using it in our sermon topic 
today, as an age or dispensation, a distinct period of time 
in history, an epoch. The text reads: “That in the dis- 
pensation of the fulness of times he might gather together 
in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, 
and which are on earth...” The Apostle is here referring 
to the completion of certain phases of God’s plan upon 
earth. Two of the newer translations read as follows: 
“showing us how it was the purpose of his design so to 
order it in the fulness of the ages that all things in heaven 
and earth alike should be gathered up in Christ.” “For he 
has made known to us in all wisdom and insight the 
mystery of his will, according to his purpose which he 
set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to 
unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on 
earth.” Over the ages God has been working with men 
upon the earth with but one purpose in view, to fit a 
people for perpetuation, and to ultimately fit the earth 
for their eternal abode. This purpose was foreshown in 
the Lord’s prayer, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
in earth as it is in heaven.” This accomplished, things in 
earth and things in heaven will be united in Him, earth 
will be annexed to heaven, and heaven will extend to 
earth. 


The Day of Reckoning to Come 


God’s plan for the earth and mankind was first 
revealed to Adam, as the first member of the human race 
sufficiently advanced as to be able to accept God’s offer 
to work for eternal life. 

The fact that through the ages God has been only sow- 
ing, and that up to the present time He has done no 
reaping, or called to account any man or woman for what 
they have done or failed to do, or rewarded them either 
with eternal life or eternal destruction, does not mean 
that a day of reckoning is not destined to arrive. The 
facts are, a day of reckoning must come. Paul’s words 
in I Cor. 4:5, Moffatt, are crystal clear: “The hour of 
veckoning has still to come, when the Lord will come to 


bring dark secrets to the light and to reveal life’s inner 
aims and motives.” We cannot fool God. Whatsoever we 
sow we shall reap, and the harvest will be either unspeak- 
able joy or desperate sorrow. And it will be just as we 
have sown. 

This day of the ultimate dispensing of the rewards is 
often mentioned throughout the Bible. Revelation 22: 12 
are the words of Jesus Himself: “Behold, I come quickly, 
and my reward is with me, to give every man according 
as his work shall be.” In His parable of the laborers, 
Jesus indicated that at the close of Salvation’s day He 
would reckon with His servants, those who had agreed to 
serve Him, the covenant-makers. Again in the parable 
of the Talents, Matthew 25, Jesus revealed that “after 
a long time” He, as lord of those servants, would reckon 
with them. 

Now these servants will have lived over many centuries 
of history. God has allotted six days of labor in which 
to accomplish His work with mankind. “One day is with 
the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as 
one day” (II Pet. 3:10), hence six thousand years. But 
at long last that day will come, and it will be the great 
ingathering, the consummation of the ages. Hence Paul 
says: “That in the dispensation of the fulness of times 
he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in 
him: in whom also we have obtained an inheritance, . . 
according to the purpose of him who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will” (Eph. 1:10, 11). This 
then, is not that which is after the counsel of humanity, 
but it is the wondrous dispensation of the grand future, 
when His grace and His favor will be bestowed. Now it 
will not be after man, it is not handed down from an- 
tiquity, it is not among the traditions of our fathers; but 
as Peter says, “we are to be redeemed from the traditions 
cf our fathers” in order to be made acquainted with the 
glorious dispensation which follows the fulness or com- 
pleteness of time that he has allotted to us. 

Further, he says, “If ye have heard of the dispensation 
cf the grace of God which is given me to you-ward”; 
when this dispensation of the fulness of times has rolled 
‘n, He is going to gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth, 
even in Him. 

We find that Abraham is lying cold and silent in the 
tomb; we find that righteous Abel, away back, the first 
one of the faithful ones spoken of in the long list enumer- 
ated in Hebrews 11— is still silent in death. Now there is 
going to be a dispensation in which all those who died 
in faith will be gathered together in one grand company. 
How would you like to be in that company? Would you 
not choose to be among that number when that wondrous 
dispensation arrives? When that grand time comes in 
which they will all be gathered together in one grand 
company, He will bring a Noah, an Abraham, an Isaac, 
a Jacob, yes, a Moses, and Miriam, a Joshua, a Caleb, 
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and Isaiah, and Jeremiah. And our blessed Lord will be 
there as the head of that mighty body, the church, which 
will be assembled in one grand congregation. 
There is a dispensation of the grand future which will 
culminate in congregating and bringing together this 
long list of faithful ones, and on the other hand it will 
be the time when destruction will be meted out to the 
workers of iniquity, and sad to say, the latter make up a 
much longer list. They are, in numerical value, far ahead 
of the others. And yet he tells you that this long list, 
he greater number, will never partake of His grace in 
the coming dispensation, when the fulness of times has 
rolled in. This is a reason, a very good reason why you 
.nd I should make our choice to be among the number of 
faithful witnesses, the aforementioned list in the eleventh 
chapter of Hebrews; all of whom died having that living 
faith. 
Noah, The Preacher of Righteousness 


The faithful witnesses enumerated in Hebrews were 
largely representative men and women, leaders of the 
people of God during their times. One of these leaders 
of chose early times was Noah the preacher of righteous- 
ness. Of him it was said: “By faith Noah, being warned 
cf God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, pre- 
pared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he 
condemned the world, and became heir of the righteous- 
ness which is by faith’ (Heb. 11:7). Being warned of 
God through an angel Noah went and prepared an ark 
for the saving of himself and his house. The world around 
were in midnight darkness, slumbering on in their ease 
and comfort, not dreaming that ruin and destruction 
were going to come to all the inhabitants of the world. 
Noah warned, and pleaded and pleaded with them, and 
yet, notwithstanding his warning, notwithstanding his 
preaching of righteousness, they went on and vexed his 
righteous soul from day to day with their unrighteous 
deeds, with their iniquity. He told them that a flood was 
coming, but they would not believe. By and by the 
heavens grew dark, the pealing thunders rolled, the vivid 
lightning flashed. Earthquake followed earthquake, 
causing the earth’s crust to give way; and the mighty 
deep boiled up, and the waters from the heavens poured 
down in torrents, and that portion of the earth’s surface 
was flooded. And where, at the end of that age, where 
were found the ones that were safe? Inside the ark. Did 
they find any one safe that was outside the ark? No, 
indeed. But how many took heed to the warning by the 
mighty voice that came down from heaven? How many 
prepared for the saving of themselves and their house? 
“Noah,” says Peter, “the eighth person, a preacher of 
righteousness”—just Noah and his family. Only eight 
persons, that was all inside the ark; and the world of 
the ungodly with its greater numbers, its gaiety and 
pride, its frivolity, its pleasure seeking passed away. 
Destruction was their doom. It was too late then to cry. 

Now here we have the first epoch brought before us 
as an example, for us to take notice of, and profit by. We 
read that these things all happened to people in bygone 
days as examples to us; and we find that if we do not get 
into the ark, if we do not cast our lot with the few, if 
we are found with the multitudes, if we are with the 
gatherings of the world, when the last day arrives to 
fulfill the ages just previous to the dispensation of the 
grace of God that will be manifested at Christ’s coming, 


we, like those in the days of Noah, will be outside the 
ark, lost! lost! It will be too late, too late to call upon 
the Lord, too late then to make amends, too late then, for 
we will be found with the great masses being swept to 
destruction. As sure as ever that age ended in the 
destruction of the multitudes, and only those in the ark 
were saved, so it will be at Christ’s coming. You remem- 
ber He said: “As it was in the days of Noah, so also shal) 
it be in the days of the coming of the Son of man.” 

However, before the day of pending destruction and 
devastation breaks, a warning voice will be sounded. 
Here is revealed the mercy of a loving, compassionate 
God, the goodness and nobility of the high and holy One 
who inhabits eternity. Just before that age closed, just 
before the heavens grew dark, just before the pealing 
thunders rolled, and they looked and saw the vivid 
lightning, and the windows of heaven were opened—just 
before these things came to pass, some one warned the 
people. And we have the promise that the people will be 
warned in these last days: “Behold, I will send you 
Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord: and he shall turn the heart of 
the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children 
io their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a 
curse.” 


Moses the Dispenser, His Dispensation 


Moses was the great Hebrew statesman, lawgiver, and 
ieader who led the Israelites from slavery in Egypt to 
independent, orderly, and religious nationhood in Canaan. 

Moses dispensed the knowledge of God to a very stub- 
born and rebellious people at the time of the departure of 
l_rael from Egypt, and he also was obliged to dispense 
secular justice in the many trying situations that arose 
with such a large body of people huddled together in one 
huge camp. Moses was one of the greatest of God’s spokes- 
men, certainly the greatest up to his time. He accom- 
plished a remarkable work, and surely he will have some- 
thing to show for it in the day when God gathers together 
in one, all His faithful servants. Only two of Moses’ asso- 
ciates or followers, Joshua and Caleb, were said to have 
wholly followed the Lord, and even he himself could not 
merit that high recommendation. But that is not saying 
there were not overcomers during that time, or that he, 
himself, was not an overcomer. In Rev. 15:3 he was 
viven the high honor of having his name associated with 
the Lamb, Christ himself, “And they sing the song of 
Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, 
saying, Great and marvelous are thy works, Lord God 
Almighty.” 

The Judges, Their Dispensation 


The dispensation that followed Moses’ leadership was 
the era of the Judges of Israel. Some outstanding leaders 
were developed during that time, and while the record of 
ihe behavior of Israel during those 400 odd years was 
10t too rosy, the era was not without its brighter side. It 
produced some great leaders, and through them some 
drastic reforms were accomplished. Among the great 
leaders of that dispensation were such familiar names as 
Deborah, Gideon, Jephtha, Samuel. The reform in 
Deborah’s time was worthy of note. As Deborah and 
Barak returned victorious from the battle against the 
Canaanites commanded by Sisera, they sang a song of 
thanksgiving to the Eternal for their remarkable deliv- 
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erance, revealing that “in the divisions of Reuben there 
were great thoughts of heart, . . in the divisions of 
Reuben there were great searchings of heart.” 

Hannah—the noble mother of little Samuel who grew 
to be Samuel the outstanding Prophet—also was an exam- 
ple of the devout worshipers of God during those other- 
wise years of backsliding. She showed her deep devotion 
to God when she prayed: “My heart rejoiceth in the Lord, 
mine horn is exalted in the Lord: my mouth is enlarged 
over mine enemies; because I rejoice in thy salvation. 
There is none holy as the Lord: for there is none beside 
thee: neither is there any rock like our God. Talk no 
more so exceeding proudly; let not arrogancy come out 
cf your mouth: for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and 
by him actions are weighed” (I Sam. 2: 1—3). Surely 
the final gathering together of the people of God from 
the many dispensations will include a faithful remnant 
from those who lived during the time of the Judges of 
Israel. 


The Kings and Subsequent Dispensations 


The nearly five hundred years of the existence of the 
kingdoms of Israel and Judah were a dispensation that 
would certainly be productive of some good material for 
God’s kingdom on earth. Take for example the days 
of David, the second in the succession of the kings. David 
was a great leader. While he had some very unworthy 
weaknesses, he also possessed remarkable virtues. He had 
great reverence for God. He kept humble and approach- 
able even though filling a high office. His Psalms reveal 
his penitence, his appreciation of all that God was doing 
for him (See Psa. 38 and 51). The warmth of spirituality 
that accompanied David’s prayer of thanksgiving at the 
time of the offering for the building of the temple, just 
at the close of his life, shows the kind of leadership that 
he had provided, and the hearty response of the people at 
that time shows the quality of his following. His was a 
dispensation long to be remembered. It was spoken of 
again and again in the New as well as the Old Testament, 
and it certainly provided some faithful members of God’s 
true church which some day shall be a part of the august 
assembly when all things are gathered together in Christ. 

The early years of Solomon’s reign should have been 
productive of finished material for God’s coming king- 
dom, and we can rest assured that some among the people 
remained true to their God even after their king and spir- 
itual leader began to apostatize. A king like Hezekiah 
must have provided much impetus to right living among 
his subjects, and we must not forget the life of a godly 
man like King Josiah, the last of the sovereign kings of 
Israel. The people of that era also were blest to have the 
leadership of righteous men such as Isaiah and Micah. 

The history of the kingdom of Israel, the ten tribes, 
is a record of perpetual backsliding, but even during 
those years of disloyalty there must have been a remnant 
who still were loyal to the Eternal. At the time of Ahab, 
during Elijah’s tenure in the office of prophet, it seemed 
to him that there was no one left that was faithful to 
his God. He said: “The children of Israel have forsaken 
thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy 
prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; 
and they seek my life, to take it away. And the Lord 
said unto him, . . I have left me seven thousand in Israel, 


all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every 


mouth which hath not kissed him” (I Kings 19:14, 18). 
The Lord assured him that he had in Israel seven thou- 
sand—a representative number—who had not bowed the 
knee to Baal, nor broken their sacred covenant to serve 
Him with all their mind, might and strength. Some 
among these will be a part of the great ingathering when 
i. the dispensation of the fulness of time all of God’s 
worthy children shall be gathered together. 

The Captivity was not without its patrons of right 
living. It was a period of correction, but it produced men 
and women of quality such as could not have been pro- 
duced during a period of peace and tranquillity. Here is 
a timely lesson for us. We do not have to have the best 
of iiving conditions to be able to build a worthy character. 

Christians live above their environment. They do not 
“ave to have everything just right in order to make 
spiritual progress. 

There was Daniel. His lot was cast right among the 
highest and most wicked elements of infamous Babylon, 
right in the king’s court, yet he kept himself undefiled so 
that he merited the salutation from the angel Gabriel, 
“O Daniel, thou art greatly beloved of the Lord.” Daniel’s 
three companions are others whose names are written 
high on the Lord’s honor roll. Certainly they must have 
had some followers, and some of these must have fitted 
themselves for an eternal place in God’s heavenly kingdom 
upon earth. The prophet Ezekiel, was a product of those 
years, such men as Ezra the scribe, and Nehemiah, the 
astute leader who engineered the repairing of the wall 
and the rebuilding of the gates in just fifty-two days, 
were the product of the years that immediately followed. 
Doubtless, some among those who lived during those 
years will be a part of that august assembly when the 
winners from the different dispensations are gathered in. 


The Time of Christ 


Were it not for one glimpse given us in Luke’s gospel, 
we would have no assurance that any were living the 
holy life during the four hundred odd years from the 
close of the Captivity until the birth of Christ. But, from 
Luke’s report, we know that there were. The report 
reads: “There was in the days of Herod, the king of 
Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course 
of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, 
and her name was Elisabeth. And they were both right- 
eous before God, walking in all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord blameless” (Luke 1:5, 6). And 
doubtless there were others. Mary and Joseph, for 
example, also Simeon the “just and devout” and “Anna the 
prophetess.” 

Then followed Christ; His ministry was unique. He 
spake as never man spake. Everywhere He went He was 
revealing God’s plan. There was to be a kingdom; He 
Himself was to be King. He had an entirely different 
way of working with men. His personal demonstration 
of the God-life among them was beyond anything they 
had ever seen. His following was impressed as no other 
people had ever been impressed. 


“The strangers to God, 
His truth and His peace, 
Were gathered by blue Galilee; 
To listen with joy 
To words from the lips 
Of the Stranger who sat by the sea. 
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“They sat at His feet, 
And looked in His face, 
Content in His presence to be; 
For no one before 
Had cared for their souls, 
Like the Stranger who sat by the sea.” 


Next came the Apostolic age. During this period much 
notable work was accomplished. The scope of Christ’s 
true Church was expanded from a mere one hundred and 
twenty who waited in expectancy for the Holy Spirit on 
that first Pentecost, till, in obedience to Jesus’ command 
to preach the gospel among all nations, churches were 
established all around the Mediterranean world, and the 
gospel of Christ was preached to some of the farthest 
reaches of the Roman empire. 

No dispensation was richer in endowments, and in 
the exposition of the knowledge of God than was the 
Apostolic age. And no man was more forward in pro- 
moting this excellent dispensation than was the great 
apostle Paul, himself, the framer of the words which 
provide the theme for our sermon this morning. During 
this dispensation the “door of faith” was officially opened 
to the Gentiles. When Jesus appeared to Paul placing 
him in the ministry He gave him a special assignment; 
He said: “I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to 
make thee a minister and a witness . . . Delivering thee 
from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now 
i send thee, to open their eyes, and to turn them from 
darkness to light” (Acts 26: 16—18). God never prac- 
ticed respecting persons. A Jew was no better than a 
Gentile. Good behavior was always the deciding factor. 
The directive to Moses in the wilderness was: “One 
ordinance shall be both for you of the congregation, and 
also for the stranger that sojourneth with you, an ordi- 
nance for ever in your generations: as ye are, so shall 
the stranger be before the Lord. One law and one manner 
shall be for you, and for the stranger that sojourneth 
with you” (Num. 15: 15,16). 

The Apostolic period saw the end of the Jewish age. It 
was signalled by the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
dispersion of the Jews. The people of that era experienced 
the termination of the power of the Holy Spirit, by the 
help of which they had been able to make such phenome- 
nal progress in spreading the gospel of the Kingdom. 
They must have felt keenly the loss of such invaluable 
assistance. 


The Long Darkness and Afterward 


Then followed the early days of the Apostasy. In keep- 
ing with the divine forecast deceivers crept in, men who 
were not satisfied with the simplicity of the gospel of 
Christ. They fashioned religion after their own liking, 
and gradually mankind were turned away from the 
Truth to fables until at long last the Apostasy became all 
inclusive. Darkness covered the earth, and gross dark- 
ness the people. 

A long list of righteous ones have been developed and 
taken out through the different dispensations from Abel 
down to Abraham, and from Abraham down to Noah, 
and all through the Judges, and down through the Kings, 
and from the Kings down to the time of our Lord and 
Master, and from our Master on until the last one was 
clothed in slumber and put to death because of the truths 
that they proclaimed. Then followed the long dark night 


of 1260 years in which no one listened to the words of 
truth, and then behold, one arose on this side of the bank 
of the river of time, who had the courage to stand up 
and herald forth these glorious truths. 

A few in these days have heard the midnight cry and 
have awakened from their slumber. A new dispensation 
has been ushered in for us, and we must be strong in this 
grace. To us who are now living, the present time is our 
day of opportunity. The grace, or truth, or knowledge, 
of God has been dispensed or administered to us. We have 
it in the written Word, the Bible, and by reading, we 
may understand. We may apply its exalted principles to 
our daily living, and cleanse ourselves from all human 
imperfections through the “washing of water by the 
word” (Eph. 5: 26). 

These vital steps are the prelude to our taking part in 
the grandeurs of that glorious consummation of the ages, 
the great ingathering of the saints, the “dispensation of 
the fulness of times” when God will “gather together in 
one all things in Christ.” 





We've no abiding city here: 

This may distress the worldling’s mind, 
But should not cost the saint a tear, 

Who hopes a better rest to find. 


We've no abiding city here: 
Sad truth! were this to be our home! 
But let this thought our spirits cheer; 
We seek a city yet to come. 


We've no abiding city here: 
Then let us live as pilgrims do! 
Let not the world our rest appear, 
But let us haste and forward go! 


We’ve no abiding city here: 
We seek a city out of sight; 
Zion its name, the Lord is there, 
It shines with everlasting light! 


Zion! Jehovah is her strength; 
Secure she smiles at all her foes; 

And weary travellers at length 
Within her sacred walls repose. 


O sweet abode of peace and love, 

Where pilgrims freed from toil are blest! 
Had I the pinions of the dove, 

I’d fly to Thee, and be at rest! 





QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ( cont.) 


(Continued from page 11) 


not the ground” as he went, analagous to the leopard 
with wings. The ram had a notable horn between his 
eyes, that being broken, four horns appear to take its 
place, another way of showing the kingdom would be 
divided between Alexander’s four generals. 

The description of the “little horn” power of vs. 8—12 
cover the same set of occurrences as vs. 7 and 8 of chap. 
7: the Roman political empire, and the ecclesiastical 
empire that developed out of it. 








October 3, 1959 


MEGIDDO 


MESSAGE 


~) 





"They Kindled A Fire” 


Y THOUGHTS go back nearly 2000 years to a cer- 

M tain storm at sea. It was a tempestuous storm that 

drove and tossed the ship which was bearing Paul 
toward Rome. 

After many days the God-fearing Paul lifted his voice 
and said, “I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there 
shall be no loss of any man’s life among you, but of the 
ship. .. Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe 
God, that it shall be even as it was told me.” 

The shipwrecked crew and passengers and prisoners— 
there were 276 of them—were wet and dripping when 
they staggered out of the water to the shore of Malta. 
Their pitiable spectacle touched the natives, barbarians 
though they were. (‘““The barbarous people showed us no 
little kindness, for they kindled a fire and received us 
every one, because of the rain, and because of the cold.” 
Acts 28:2). Asking no questions as to who they were, 
or what their business was, they kindled a fire and pre- 
pared a meal. 

“They kindled a fire.” The Bible says much about fire. 
It was from a burning bush that God spoke to Moses. It 
was a pillar of fire that led the Israelites in the wilder- 
ness. Elijah once said, “The God that answereth by fire, 
let Him be God.” Around a fire Jesus met His disciples 
on the shore after the Resurrection. “Our God is (as) 
a consuming fire.” 

When Jesus met the disciples on the shore after the 
Resurrection, no doubt they were at a low ebb and proba- 
bly at the verge of collapse; tired, unsuccessful and lonely. 
But there, on the shore, was a warm, bright fire, a meal, 
and best of all, a Friend. Jesus kindled many fires of 
love and friendship. 

Fire kindles fire; one small friendly spark will catch 
somewhere. It does not take much to kindle a fire—one 
match may be enough, or the rub of a flint. To arouse 
faith and courage in another you do not need money or 
education or social standing. The people of Malta were 
barbarians who kindled the seaside fire that is not yet 
forgotten. The sure test of ourselves being “on fire” is 
to watch whether or not others are taking fire also, for 

2 are perpetual examples. 

Buildings on fire impress us with a sense of material 
loss. Cities on fire sadden us, as we think of people made 
homeless, but a man “on fire” is a grand spectacle. 

The most thrilling sight in the world is a man “on 
fire” with a burning zeal and a sacred regard for truth. 

Being “on fire” is an identifying characteristic of the 
Sons of God. To ever rise to the summit of moral perfec- 
tion every mountaineer will not simply have good works 
but be zealous about holiness; it is his flaming ambition. 

Was not Titus reminded that Christ’s mission was to 
“purify unto himself a peculiar people zealous of good 
works,” a people—not just a few persons of the church, 
were to be thus marked. Their peculiarity: to be zealous, 
earnest, enthusiastic, eager, spontaneous, fervent in the 
matter of good works—‘“on fire” for God! 


. ° * * * * * * 


_ Laziness is the cause of three-fourths of the failures 
today. 


WHEN AUTUMN COMES 


As this issue goes to press, preparations for the anni- 
versary celebration of our founder’s birth are reaching 
conclusion. If the delightful summer weather continues, 
it m:.y be a beautiful day, the principal features of which 
are planned as follows: dinner in the church basement 
at noon for the resident congregation and expected visi- 
tors from various points in New York State, New Jersey, 
Iowa and Ontario, Canada. There will be a memorial 
graveside service at Mt. Hope Cemetery at 2:30 P. M. 
Sister M. Dorothy French, whose childhood’s clear and 
tender memories of our founder are ineffaceable, will 
recite the poem, “The Bravest of the Brave.” Brother K. 
E. Flowerday will pay touching tribute to the man who 
organized the Megiddo Mission Church and bared the 
solid rock of Gospel Truth whereupon all who would, could 
become established. Floral tributes by the congregation 
will cover the grave. 

After cafeteria supper in the church basement, follows 
the principal feature of the day. The Maranatha group 
will present “The Great Change,” a drama originally pre- 
sented in 1937. It depicts the changed attitude of a student 
of the world’s seat of learning for women—Cosmopolis 
College, who has learned of the great change to take place 
when the Kingdom of Christ is established on earth. 





The Refuge 


Psalms XLVI 
(From Moulton’s Modern Reader’s Bible) 


God is our refuge and strength, 
A very present help in trouble. 
Therefore will we not fear, though the earth do change, 
And though the mountains be moved in the heart 
of the sea; 
Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, 
Though the mountains shake with the swelling 
thereof. 
The Lord of Hosts is with us, 
The God of Jacob is our refuge. 


There is a river, the streams whereof make glad the 
city of God, 
The holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High, 
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: 
God shall help her at the dawn of morning. 
The nations raged, the kingdoms were moved; 
He uttered His voice, the earth melted. 
The Lord of Hosts is with us; 
The God of Jacob is our refuge. 


Come, behold the works of the Lord, 
What desolations He hath made in the earth; 
He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; 
He breaketh the bow and cutteth the spear in sunder! 
He burneth the chariots in the fire. 
Be still and know that I am God: 
I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth. 
The Lord of Hosts is with us; 
The God of Jacob is our refuge. 
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¢¢ H! MOTHER, let’s go on a picnic just once 

() more,” pleaded ten-year-old Donald Vance. 

“Oh! let’s do,’ begged his seven-year-old 

sister, Vera. “Oh! let’s do,” echoed five-year-old Rosie. 

Big dog “Dash,” sensing something pleasant in the air, 

made a big circle and coming back wagging his tail vigor- 
ously as if to say, “Yes, let’s do.” 

This happened on a Saturday morning in early October, 
while Mother Vance and the children were picking up 
apples. 

The Vance family lived in the edge of a little village, 
nestled among the hills in a western State. Several weeks 
of very dry weather, and a brisk wind the night before 
had caused many apples to fall in their little orchard. 

Mother Vance decided this would be a good time to 
make their yearly supply of apple butter from the drop 
apples. This would mean a very busy day, and she won- 
dered if a picnic could be managed at such a busy time. 
But, knowing how much the children enjoyed a picnic, 
she promised them that if they would gather in the 
apples, be kind and not grumble once through the day, 
they could have a picnic supper all by themselves, out 
under a big hickory nut tree, not far from the house. The 
three children resolved at once to be three willing 
workers, to be kind and helpful to mother and to each 
other. 

Mother Vance hurried to the house to bake bread and 
cookies, and prepare to take care of the apples as they 
carried them in, and put them in baskets on the back 
porch. 

With so many willing hands, it was a busy, happy day, 
and Mother decided that the children had well-earned 
their reward. 

As she was packing their lunch, Donald noticed her 
tucking in a little bag of marshmallows. This gave him 
an idea, and he disappeared for a moment. 

Soon the children were happily on their way. Dash, who 
was their constant companion, ran on ahead. A bunny, 
hearing him coming, hopped off in the grass to hide. An 
old red hen and her flock of chickens scampered out of 
his way. A little squirrel felt safer on the top of a fence 
post. It did not take them long to reach the big tree. A 
little calf which was resting under the tree, rose lazily, 
stretched himself and ran playfully away. Rosie brought 
along a small empty basket and soon she and Vera were 
searching through the grass and leaves to see if a few 
nuts had fallen from the big tree. 

But Donald had something else on his mind. While the 
girls were hunting for nuts, he was hunting three long 
sticks. After finding them, he sharpened them with his 
little knife. Then he began to gather up a bundle of small 
sticks, which he arranged in a little heap. “Whatever are 
you going to do with those sticks?” asked Vera, as she 
finished her search for nuts. “Oh,” said Donald, “I saw 








Mother put a bag of marshmallows in our lunch basket 
and I thought how nice it would be to toast them and have 
a real picnic.” 

“But Donald,” exclaimed Vera in surprise, “we have 
no matches, and you know that Mother never allows us 
to have matches.” Donald replied, “I knew where there 
was a little box of safety matches and they are not dan- 
gerous.” 

So for the anticipation of the moment—a real picnic 
with toasted marshmallows—all else was forgotten. When 
Vera and Rosie unpacked the lunch, they found the bag 
of marshmallows which Mother Vance had tucked in for 
a little surprise. 

Donald soon had a little fire burning and all seemed 
to be going happily. 

As they were putting the second marshmallow on their 
sticks, suddenly a gust of wind fanned their little fire 
and sparks began to fly. 

The big tree was near a high wire fence which bordered 
the railroad. Here the weeds were allowed to grow along 
the track and the dry weather had made them good fuel 
for a fire. 

Some of the sparks flew through the fence, lighting on 
a bunch of dry weeds. As Donald saw some little curls of 
smoke ascending, he exclaimed in dismay: “Oh, I must 
run to the house and bring a pail of water and put out 
that fire.” Soon he was running as fast as he could. The 
girls following and three frightened children dashed into 
Mother’s kitchen where she was cooking the apple butter. 
Donald grabbed a pail and pumping it full of water, 
started back to the tree while Vera excitedly tried to 
tell Mother what had happened. She hurried out to see 
the cause of alarm, and by that time, red tongues of flame 
could be plainly seen. 

Donald returned to the tree and poured the water on his 
little fire, but too late to stop the damage that it had 
begun. 

What a sorrowful surprise met Mother’s eyes as she 
reached the big tree! Three long sticks with the marsh- 
mallows still on them, and the tell-tale remains of the fire. 

Father Vance was helping a neighbor in a nearby field 
cut his corn, and tie it together in big shocks to feed his 
stock during the winter. All of a sudden, the men noticed 
a little smoke along the railroad track and as they 
watched, they could see it was surely growing. So they 
left their work and hurried to the scene. Others in the 
village had seen the smoke, and soon calls for help were 
being sounded over the telephone, for the fire was slowly 
creeping near the village. 

It took many hands and hours of hard fighting to get 
the fire put out just before it reached the Depot at the 
edge of the village. 

It was nearly midnight when a sad and weary little 
family gathered in the Vance home, and a very frightened 
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and unhappy little boy was made to see the result of 
one little act of disobedience and deceit. 

This reminds us of a testimony in our Bible, in the 
book of James, which says in part: “Behold how great a 
matter a little fire kindleth.” In this incident, it was one 
.ittle safety match which started a fire, which threatened 
a whole village. 

But was that the real cause of the fire? The real cause 
was a little boy’s work of deceit in doing what he had 
been forbidden to do. A wise man once said “EVEN a child 
is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, and 
whether it be right.” 


In His Steps 


ee ET ME NOT conform to the world’s standard, 
but be transformed into the image and likeness 
of Christ,” expresses the yearning of every earn- 
est pursuer after the blissful eternity beyond. And 
indeed it is our great Good Shepherd who leads the way. 

It is indeed fortunate that we have the written account 
of His life, for in it we find a set of rules laid down by 
the Master Himself, that if carried out in our daily lives 
will in the end fit us for an eternal life of happiness. He 
told us how to walk, how to talk, how to live now that we 
may be worthy of living in the future. 

Our own life is ennobled by following His great exam- 
ple of self-sacrifice. The lessons we gain from His life 
should be ever lifting us up to a truer, nobler manhood. 
We shall never mistake the true aim of life if we give all 
our time, our talent and our affections in His service. 

We may have something pertaining to the temporal 
that we would not care to sell, something we would not 
want to give up for money. But let none of us have any- 
ching that we would not give up for Christ and His Truth. 

If we give to God only that which costs us nothing and 
which we never miss when it is gone; if we only give 
Him our time when we have nothing to do; if we only 
give Him our money when we are dead and done with it; 
our gift will want much to make it precious in His sight. 

It may take a great amount of watchfulness on our 
parc to toil on in patient, unyielding, uncomplaining 
cffort for the good cause. It may seem to be hard at times 
to give up the dearest earthly object to which the heart 
clings, and make no complaint when God takes it away. 
It may take all the will-power we have to keep passion 
and appetite, desire and disposition in subjection to the 
law of God. It may cost a great deal to use all the posses- 
sions and occupations of this world in service for the 
Master. But in every case it is the cost which makes the 
gift, the service, the sacrifice, most acceptable to God. 
And we can console ourselves with this thought that if 
we are doing our very best in service for Christ, the 
Judge of all the earth will say in that Day that we have 
wrought a good work, and He will never let it be for- 
gotten. No toil, no sacrifice pays so well, no cost brings 
in so rich a return as that which is expended in bringing 
our bodies under the impress of that Truth taught and 





lived out in the life of Him who was born in Bethlehem 
so long ago. 

If we would master any branch of human science, if 
we would excel in any department of literature, we must 
study hard and long. Why should we not deem it worthy 
of our noblest effort to acquire that wisdom which cometh 
down from heaven, and which will bring us into harmony 
with Him who rules the universe? We would have to put 
‘orth a great effort, incur great self-denial, endure weari- 
ness and watching with patience and courage, if we would 
accumulate riches or acquire honor or climb to the high 
places among men. Why should we not work as wisely 
and as well in the endeavor to become rich in the treasures 
of faith, hope and love, in qualities of character which 
will be to us an everlasting possession? 

In reviewing the life of Jesus, we can see how He devel- 
oped these qualities of character by always resisting 
temptation, and never once letting the tempter get the 
better of Him. He always prevailed over the prince of 
darkness, not simply by professing indifference to pain 
or pleasure, but by refusing to seek relief from suffering 
in any way contrary to the will of God. And we can be 
sure that not one of us is safe unless we have made up 
our minds to suffer rather than sin. 

The sole purpose of the adversary in his solicitations 
was to draw Jesus away from the work which God had 
given Him to do. And so it is with all his devices to effect 
our harm, It matters not to him what we do, if he can 
only persuade us not to do what God commands. We all 
have our proper work to do, and sin consists in forsaking 
that work at the bidding of the tempter. 

Every one of us is put in charge of our own destiny, 
and no power of the tempter can make it necessary for 
us to be lost. This tempter, it might be well to state, is 
not always some other person; more often it is our own 
flesh, temptation from within. It was the same with 
Jesus, for the record tells He was tempted in all points 
as we are, yet without sin. But He resisted temptation 
just as we can, just as we must. The desire for food when 
hungry was the same to Him that it is to us. He was able 
co deny the desire just as we can deny any natural 
inclination when the gratification would involve the neg- 
icct of duty to our God. 

To sum it up, the triumph, the joy, the divine glory of 
a Christian life is simply resistance to evil, holding fast 
that which is good. 

Christ said He was “the way, the truth and the life,” 
and “the light of life’; and what a light He did cause to 
shine on our pathway! Whoever walks in that light is 
safe; whoever turns away from it is sure to fall. The 
journey of life is most joyful to those that walk with 
Him, and the outlook for the future, through death and 
beyond the grave, is all bright and beautiful to those who 
look to Him as a guide into that bright forevermore. 

Let us take the safe course, trust this safe and sure 
Guide, be ready to go when called, fling away our doubts, 
trust not to uncertainties. Let us give our all to Him and 
reserve nothing for the lower nature, for this is not a 
time to hestitate and hold back the heart when such a 
Leader says, “Follow me.” And never forget: “every 
step toward Christ kills a doubt. Every thought, word, 
aod deed for Him carries you away from discourage- 
ment,” and the sins that would encumber us in our 
pursuit. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the 
hands to sleep: so shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth 
and thy want as an armed man.” (Prov, 24: 33, 34). 


Thus concluded the Wise Man after a careful review 
of the scene that lay before him. These are words fraught 
with meaning for all who are striving to make their 
calling and election sure. To this warning it will be well 
to give heed. Turn to verses 30—83 and consider atten- 
tively the picture before us. “I went by the field of the 
slothful, and by the vineyard of the man void of under- 
standing; and, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and 
nettles had covered the face thereof, and the stone wall 
thereof was broken down.” 

We are all familiar with just such a field, for they are 
a common sight as they lie scattered over the country- 
side. How desolate and forlorn the landscape! Too often 
we can blame the owner of this particular field for exist- 
ing conditions, and none fail to censure him for his neg- 
lect. A piece of ground overgrown with weeds, nettles and 
brambles will never yield a harvest of any profit. Weeds 
are easy to grow and need no cultivating; sown of them- 
selves, they spring up and grow prolifically, choking out 
the tender plants that might have yielded a goodly in- 
crease. This noxious growth combined with broken-down 
fences and walls, which always accompany a deserted 
field, are mute evidence of negligence and present a pic- 
ture of solitariness and desolation from which we are 
glad to turn away. 

“A good farmer sees the weeds and pulls them up, un- 
ceasingly toils to uproot every one before it starts to 
grow; keeps his fences in repair that nothing may enter 
to trample his crop under foot; toils from daylight to 
dark and longer, patiently awaiting the outcome. Is his 
harvest sure? Many a year he may suffer loss due to a 
failure of crop that he could not prevent. 

This same lesson can be applied with profit to the life 
of the Christian. Every one of us has a field to sow, to 
cultivate and to reap. No one can reap for us. The evil 
harvest of sin or the good harvest of righteousness are 
sure to follow the sowing. There is no uncertainty, for 
as we sow, so shall we reap. All depends upon our own 
efforts. The good seed of the Kingdom has been planted 
in our hearts or minds and it remains with us whether or 
not we bring any fruit to perfection. 

Tilling this spiritual field are two kinds of laborers, 
the energetic and faithful and the slothful and indifferent. 
To the latter Proverbs 24 calls our attention. Goodspeed 
and Smith’s translation reads, “I passed by the field of 
the sluggard, by the vineyard of the man without sense.” 
This sluggard is spiritually lazy. He knows he must work 
out his own salvation with fear and trembling if he would 
gain the reward of eternal life, that there is no time to 
lose in idleness, and yet he habitually puts off. He sees his 
neighbor’s field, enclosed by a sturdy wall, and the plants 
within receiving tender care that they may produce fruits 
of righteousness; but thinks within himself that by and 
by, a little later, he will go to work to rid his own field of 


the briars and weeds, he will put away the fruits of the 
flesh and hedge his field about that nothing can harm; 
but right now the pleasures of the present moment are 
too alluring, and so he continues to take his ease. 

He faintly senses that the cares and riches of this life 
are choking out the good seed, but still he dreams on. He 
fails to break up his fallow ground (Hosea 10:12), and 
the roots of sin growing deeper and deeper send forth 
shoots that soon cover his field. There are the roots of 
bitterness for which he was warned to give diligent 
search; the envy and jealousy that should have been put 
away; the resentment that rankled in his breast when 
told of a fault; the anger and malice and foolishness. 
There was found pride, shallow pride, that caused him to 
refrain from acknowledging his shortcomings, which he 
should have pulled up. Because he fails to exercise the 
self-denial required to remove these evil seeds, they de- 
velop into a growth so rank that it is impossible to uproot 
them. 

As the Wise Man looked, he says, “I saw, and consid- 
ered it well: I looked upon it, and received instruction. 
Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the 
hands to sleep: so shall thy poverty come as one that 
travelleth, and thy want as an armed man.” No one un- 
equipped and defenseless would think of trying to resist 
an armed man, knowing full well that he would meet 
defeat. Dr. Moffatt’s translation reads, “. . . poverty will 
pounce upon you, want will overpower you.” To the sloth- 
ful in the Lord’s work, poverty will come, for he brings 
forth no fruit to eternal life, and his want like an armed 
man will lay him low. Sins not forsaken will grow until 
they bind us hand and foot. How careful, then, we should 
be; for the deeds we do, the words we speak, the thoughts 
we harbor are all recorded and will meet a just reward. 
Every thought and action that has not growth in the 
spiritual life for its object is sown to the flesh, and in the 
Day of Reckoning the offering will be only tares, when it 
might have been golden sheaves of wheat. 

Now, as we pass by this field, will we, before too late, 
look and reflect upon it and learn the lesson that “a little 
slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep” will bring 
that great poverty? 





“Fret Not” 


(Psalms 37:1) 

This to me is a divine command; the same as “Thou 
shalt not steal.” Now let us get to the definition of 
fretting. One good definition is, “Made rough on the 
surface.” “Rubbed, or worn away,” and a peevish, irra- 
tional, fault-finding person not only wears himself out, 
but is very wearing to others. To fret is to be in a state 
of vexation, and in this Psalm we are not only told not 
to fret because of evildoers, but to fret not “in anywise.” 
It is injurious, and God does not want us to hurt our- 
selves. 

A physician will tell you that a fit of anger is more 
injurious to the system than a fever, and a fretful dis- 
position is not conducive to a healthy body; and you 
know rules are apt to work both ways, and the next 
step down from fretting is crossness, and that amounts 
to anger. Let us settle this matter, and be obedient to 
the command, “Fret not.”— 

Margaret Bottome. 





Questions and Answers 


What is meant by the Lord’s day? 


To many people the Lord’s day is the day of worship. 
To the greatest number of religious people here in the 
United States it would be Sunday. To those who believe 
the seventh day of our Roman week should be the Sabbath 
it would be Saturday. However, we agree with our cor- 
respondent that it means much more, and indicates the 
time when God’s long silence has been broken, and man’s 
period of freedom to manage his own affairs to his own 
liking will be intercepted by the return of Jesus from 
heaven to establish a new and righteous authority upon 
earth. 

The terms, “day of Christ,” and “day of the Lord,” 
are synonymous. Both refer to the time of Christ’s return 
to earth. In Rev. 1: 10 John said: “I was in the Spirit on 
the Lord’s day.” Or in other words he was caught up in 
vision and beheld wondrous things that will happen at 
the day of Christ’s coming. Verse 19 presents this view- 
point, John was commanded: “Write the things which 
thou hast seen, . . and the things which shall be here- 
after.” 

In Rev. 20: 4 John was given a preview of the day of 
the Lord. He said, “I saw thrones, and they sat upon 
them, and judgment was given unto them, and they lived 
and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” That is the 
day when Christ, having bound the devil—which is to 
conquer all nations and subdue the workers of iniquity— 
establishes a glorious kingdom upon earth, and God’s will 
is done here as in heaven above. This coming day of one 
thousand years certainly merits being styled the Lord’s 
day, for man will no longer be permitted to defile this 
fair earth with war, strife and murder. 

This Lord’s day is when Revelation 21: 2, 3 will be ful- 
filled, and the tabernacle of God will be with men, and 
He will dwell with them. “And there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain.” 

The apostle Paul speaks of the Lord’s day on this wise: 
“For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord 
so cometh as a thief in the night.” This could not be said 
of our day of worship which recurs every seven days. 

Our correspondent makes one very strong point with 
which we can heartily agree. As Christians we are to 
live every day for the Lord, not merely one day out of 
seven. We must esteem every day alike, each day a fresh 
opportunity to accomplish the maximum of spiritual 
growth. 





Our correspondent in Lethbridge, Alberta, Can., comes 
with another question. It appears to him that Daniel’s 
visions of the four beasts in Daniel 7, and of the three 
beasts in Daniel 8, could not both be representative of the 
same world empires, as students of Bible prophecy agree, 
and as we state in our booklet on “The Coming of Jesus 
and Elijah.” One point that he makes is that Daniel’s 
prophecy was made in the time of Belshazzar, the last 
king of the Babylonian monarchy, yet in v. 17 Daniel 
speaks of the beasts “which shall arise,” future tense, 
while one of the beasts, Babylon, was already at its end. 

We see no discrepancy here. 

Chapter 7 begins with Daniel having a dream in the 
first year of Belshazzar. He saw four beasts come up 
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from the sea diverse one from another. The first of these 
beasts was like a lion. The lion being counted the king of 
beasts would be representative of a kingdom of supreme 
cxeellence, Babylon had already been thus rated in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the metallic image. Daniel 
said to him: “Thou art this head of gold.” This seems to 
identify the first beast as Babylon. 

The second beast Daniel sees rise out of the sea is a 
bear raised up on one side, and three ribs in the mouth 
of it. This is a fitting symbol of the Medo-Persian king- 
dom, the authority not being equally divided between the 
Mece and Persian branches of the kingdom, the Persian 
branch being the higher; and the three ribs, three presi- 
dents, of which Daniel himself held the highest position, 
or was chairman, as we would say today. 

The third beast, a leopard with four wings and four 
heads was clearly indicative of the Grecian kingdom. 
Alexander the Great was said to be the man with wings. 
His conquests were made so rapidly that he would be at 
the next theater of action almost before the news of his 
former success had reached the ears of the people of that 
region. And as his conquest of the then-known world 
eaded in twelve years by his own premature death at 32, 
leaving no posterity, his kingdom was divided between 
his four generals, the four heads. 

Verse 7 depicts the power and strength of imperial 
Rome admirably. “After this I saw ...a fourth beast, 
dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had 
great iron teeth: it devoured and break in pieces, and 
stamped the residue with the feet of it; and it was diverse 
from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten 
horns.” The strength of her laws, the shrewdness of 
her rulers, the discipline of her army, made Rome the 
strongest despotism the world has ever known. Neverthe- 
less she was not to continue as a strong political entity, 
she was to become broken and divided. History bears 
this out one hundred percent. But Daniel saw more. Out 
of this fourth “beast” or world power was to emerge 
an ecclesiastical empire—the Church of Rome—which 
would be in existence at Christ’s coming, when the 
“Ancient of days” should sit to judge His servants. Each 
feature of this vision fits the picture to depict the four 
distinct world empires, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and 
Rome. 

There is nothing in y. 17 that refutes the foregoing. 
The text covers the entire situation by merely stating 
that in all, four beasts “shall arise out of the earth,” 
without attempting to specify at what period any of these 
should arrive on the scene. 

Our correspondent further states: “If you would refer 
to Daniel, chapter eight, verse twenty and twenty-one you 
would see that Medo-Persia is represented in Scripture 
as a ram, and that Greece is represented by a rough goat, 
or he goat.” 

There is no discrepancy between chapters 7 and 8. 
Chapter 8 lists a later vision which Daniel had. It pictures 
only three of the four world empires, but the meaning of 
the symbols are identical. It pictures the Medo-Persian 
kingdom as a ram with two horns, the one higher than 
the other, the same aspect as the bear lifted up on one 
side. The second beast is a “rough goat which touched 
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O God, my strength, my hope, 
On Thee I cast my care, 
With humble confidence look up, 

To Thee who hearest prayer. 
Give me on Thee to wait 
Till I can all things do, 
On Thee, Almighty to create 
Almighty to renew! 


I want a sober mind, 
A self-renouncing will, 
That tramples down and casts behind 
The baits of pleasing ill; 
A soul inured to pain, 
To hardship, grief, and loss; 
Bold to take up, firm to sustain, 
And daily bear my cross. 


I want a godly fear, 
A quick-discerning eye, 
That looks to Thee when sin is near, 
And sees the tempter fly; 
A spirit still prepared, 
And armed with jealous care 
Forever standing on its guard, 
And watching unto prayer. 











I want a heart to pray, 
To pray and never cease, 
Never to murmur at Thy stay, 
Or wish my suffering less; 
This blessing, above all, 
Always to pray, I want, 
Out of the deep on Thee to call, 
And never, never faint. 


I want a true regard, 
A single, steady aim, 
Unmoved by threat’ning or reward, 
To Thee and Thy great Name; 
A jealous, just concern 
For Thine immortal praise; 
A pure desire that all may learn 
And glorify Thy grace. 


I rest upon Thy Word; 
Thy promise is for me; 
My succor and salvation, Lord, 
Shall surely come from Thee. 
But let me still abide, 
Nor from my hope remove, 
Till Thou my patient spirit guide 
Into Thy perfect love! 
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